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SWITZERLAND Confessional Leaders Meet "Informally" in Geneva 


(Geneva) - The first consultative meeting of executives of world confessional 
bodies adjourned on November 15 in Geneva after agreeing to meet again "infor- 
mally" during next summer's sessions of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Describing the two-day meeting as "extremely helpful", the officials of 
seven confessional groups pledged themselves to exchange statements of purpose 
and constitutions, publications, progress reports on study projects and infor- 
mation on future confessional meetings. 


In other action the group noted the lack of readily available material 
about various denominations, and asked Dr. Hans Harms, associate director of 
the WCC's Division of Studies, to write an exploratory letter to confessional 
groups, suggesting a joint project calling for publishing a series of books 
that would include doctrine, organisation and important statements of each 
major confession. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, speaking 
to the group, said that in the WCC there is "a sense of gratefulness about the 
attitude the world confessional bodies have observed in the period of the forma- 
tion of the council". Looking to the contribution that the bodies can make to 
the ecumenical movement, he said that "the emphasis on confessional movements 
during and after the formation of the WCC is a historically inevitable develo- 
pment, because through the formation of the council the question of Christian 
unity was put in a completely new way. No church can give an answer to this 
challenge before it has thought through this question within its own confessional 
setting," Dr. Visser 't Hooft also said that confessional movements form a 
sort of bridge to those churches which are not yet members of the WCC, inter- 
preting to them what the council really is. 


Looking at points of danger within the ecumenical movement, Dr. Visser 
't Hooft warned that many people "feel our operation will become bureaucratic. 
We must keep this danger in mind," 


x 
“ 


: : " . Gace pM aeCcrneak ions Cah caren ces Sica td Op eens hp eese aes Ee 
EP atime at! | er ee c Wiel ote meeenstte sien 5 se teh lane amen naan a ae a ah atten att ” , 5 ep eaumanaes ‘nae 


as 7 
ee 


ie ee Tay 


n° i) SN 


PER ete ts : see x . : 5 . raved A ineatiter n = mvt a rahe yea awenycielnineninin Seon stew apeina ci UN calhom 


te ‘ P 
? us ait ie Bia SMe oe ak 
SN eatasenelies vere tau? (Pe vemnonie cw Are A Eaete Be 


‘wha 


ite 
oie 


gabice. 


Chr ay 


fi 


No. 44 - November 22nd, 1957 -2- Bis 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft called on the confessional leaders to help end over- 
lapping, especially in the field of inter-church aid, 


Attending the sessions were Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, executive secretary of 
the Lutheran World Federation, who served as chairman; the Rev. Dr. E. Benson 
Perkins (United Kingdom), the Rev. Elmer Clark and Mr. Edwin L. Jones of the 
United States, and Bishop Ferdinand Sigg of Switzerland, for the World Metho- 
dist Council; Dr. Marcel Pradervand and Dr. lewis S. Mudge, World Presbyterian 
Alliance; the Bishop of Willesden, the Rt. Rev. George EH. Ingle, for the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; Mr. Arnold Orhn, Baptist World Alliance; Herbert M. 
Hadley, UK, for Friends' World Committee for Consultation; the Rev. Ralph 
Calder, UK, secretary, International Congregational Council. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Southern Clergymen Declare Race Relations Principles 


(Atlanta) - Eighty white Protestant clergymen in Atlanta, Georgia, have joined 

in a declaration of race relations principles urging obedience to law, the pre- 
servation of public schools, the protection of free speech and the maintenance 

of communication between white and Negro leaders. 


The ministers said they prepared the statement as individuals and represent— 
ed no-one exeept themselves. But they asserted that their sentiments "are 
shared by a multitude of our fellow citizens......who know that hatred, defiance 
and violence are not the answer to our problems, but who have been without a 
voice and have found no way to make their influence effective". 


Pointing out that they presented their views with deep humility and "peni- 
tence for our own failures", the ministers said that "we cannot claim that the 
problem of race relationships has been solved even in the churches which we serve". 


Listed in the declaration were six principles 'bf basic importance for our 
thought and conduct": freedom of speech must be preserved; as Americans and as 
Christians we have an obligation to obey the law; the public school system must 
not be destroyed; hatred for those of another race or for those who hold a posi- 
tion different from our own can never be justified; communication between respon 
Sible leaders of both races must be maintained; our difficulties can be solved 
only through prayer. 


The signers of the statement are not a majority of the white Protestant 
clergymen in Atlanta, which has more than 400 churches, but the group does include 
pastors of many of the city's largest churches and leaders of various denominati- 


ons. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Dean Pope Criticises Churches on Race Policies 


Dean Liston Pope of the Yale University Divinity School, speaking at the 
annual ecumenical service of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, on November 
10, said that the Church is the most segregated major institution in American 
society, and called on American churchgoers to remember that most Christian 
churches in the world repudiate racial discrimination. 


The Church, he continued, has lagged behind the U.S. Supreme Court as the 
conscience of the nation on the racial question, and "it has also fallen far 
behind trade unions, athletics and most other major areas of human association 
as far as its achievement of integration in its own life is concerned". 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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NORWAY Denial of Hell Not Teaching of Church, Convention says 


(Oslo) ~- The Voluntary Church Convention of the Church of Norway has ruled that 
Bishop Kristian Schjelderup's denial of an everlasting torment in Hell "has 
never been the teaching of the Christian Church, and the Church: of Norway must 
abide with its Confessional Books in loyalty to the Word of our Lord". 


The controversy, which has been going on for more than four years, revolves 
around Bishop Schjelderup's belief that "life has two ends. There is a punish- 
ment, but I believe that an everlasting punishment in Hell is contrary to the 
Spirit of God's revelation in Christ." 


In a four-point resolution, the Church Convention pointed out that the fact 
that Bishop Schjelderup has not been asked to resign "does not mean that his 
teaching is recognised as the teaching of the church", and added that each person 
"must make his own decision in loyalty to his conscience before God" about whether 
to work with the bishop. 


Following the convention, Bishop schjelderup said his fellow bishops had 
urged him to continue in office and that "in view of many expressions of sym- 
pathy" he had decided to continue to serve as bishop. He added that the reaction 
after the Convention showed that there is "a strong desire for a more broadminded 
attitude within our church". 


The Voluntary Church Convention is an unofficial but old-established institu- 
tion within the Church of Norway. Every four years, 168 delegates, elected at 
diocesan meetings, attend the Convention, The nine bishops of the Church are 


ex-officio members. H.P.S., Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND Presbyterians Press Union Plans 


(Christchurch) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand 
has authorised its committee on church union to begin work on the doctrinal 
section of merger proposals involving three other Protestant bodies. The Pres- 
byterian, Methodist and Congregational Churches and the Associated Churches of 
Christ have all approved the plan "in principle". 


The Presbyterian Assembly also instructed its committee to negotiate with 
the other churches on the possibility of setting up a system of combined theo- 
logical training for ministerial candidates, 


The delegates approved a committee recommendation that a joint conference 
be held to consider spheres of cooperation and common action of the merged church, 
and to study existing schemes of union such as the Church of South India. There 
will also be a study of procedures and policies toward a number of local congre- 
gations which have already been established by the four denominations considering 


merger. E.P.S., Geneva 
_ GREECE Hospital Dedicated, Gift of Swedish Church 


: 


1 


(Lixouri) - The thirty-bed Mandzavinateion Hospital at Lixouri on the island of 
Cephalonia was dedicated on November 10, the result of an $80,000 gift from the 
Church of Sweden. 


Cephalonia is one of the three Ionian Islands totally devastated by earth- 
quakes in August, 1953, and the uncompleted concrete-and-steel frame of the 
building was the only structure on the island left intact after the earthquakes. 
When the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches appealed for help to rebuild churches and institutions, the Svenska 


_ Kyrkohjalpen (Swedish Inter-Church Aid Committee) took on the project of com- 


pleting the hospital. 
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The Swedish gift also included the construction of a chapel which holds 
carved wood iconostasis and other furnishings rescued from the ruins of churches 
destroyed by the earthquakes. During the dedication ceremony, Bishop John Cull- 
berg, president of Svenska Kyrkohjalpen, presented a set of silver communion 
vessels for use in the chapel to the Bishop of Cephalonia. Also present for 
the dedication were Bishop Alexis, representing His Beatitude the Archbishop of 
Athens and All Greece, Theoclitos; Dr. Olle Nystedt, vice-president of Svenska 
Kyrkohjalpen, and Dr. Harry Johansson, general secretary; Dr. H.S. Alivisatos, 
chairman of the hospital board of trustees; the governor of Cephalonia and the 
Mayor of Lixouri; and the Rev. Raymond BE. Maxwell of Geneva and Mr. M. Christo- 
pher King of Athens, both staff members of the wCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees. 


In addition to temporary churches supplied immediately after the earthquakes, 
gifts sent from churches through the Division have paid for five permanent church 
buildings on the earthquake~striken islands, where hundreds of churches were 
totally destroyed, and for the construction and repair of church buildings in 
the Thessaly district of Greece which was hit by earthquakes in 1954 and 1955. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Government to Take Control of University 


The government of the Union of South Africa has announced plans to take over 
the control of Fort Hare University College for non-whites, a school with tradi- 
tional church ties, and place it under the control of the Minister of Native 
Affairs rather than the Minister of Education. 


Fort Hare, originally a Church of Scotland mission foundation, has been 
closely connected with various Christian communities. Anglicans, Presbyterians 
and Methodists have maintained hostels on the campus. Compensation will be paid 
for the buildings taken over from the religious groups. E.P.o., Geneva 


JAPAN Preparations Under Way for WCCESSA Convention in Tokyo 


(Tokyo) - More than six thousand persons are expected to take part in the Con- 
vention of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, 
set for August 6 - 13, 1958, in Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo. 


Speakers approached for evening public meetings in Tokyo's Sports Arena are 
Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president of Union Theological Seminary in New York, 
Bishop Otto Dibelius of Germany, the Honourable Charles Malik of Lebanon, the 
Rev. T. Olufosoye of Africa, Dr. G. Baez-Camargo of Latin America and Bishop 
Enrique C. Sobrepena of the Philippines. 


Other meetings planned for Japan in the summer include the Youth Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, near Karuizawa on July 14 - 18; a world In- 
stitute on Christian Education at Kobe from July 19 to August 1; and an Asian 
Youth Conference and Consultation on Christian Education in Theological Training 


in Tokyo during the first week of August. H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Site Deiicated for Interchurch Centre 


(New York) + The site of the twenty-million dollar Interchurch Centre in New 
York City was dedicated by religious and civic leaders on Sunday, November 17. 


. The block-long, nineteen-storey building, next door to the well-known River- 
- side Church and to the Union Theological Seminary, will provide offices for the 
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groups, including agencies of the Presbyterian Church USA, the Methodist Church, 
the American Baptist Convention, the Reformed Church in America, the Disciples 

of Christ and the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Interdenominational 
groups allocated space in the building include the World Council of Churches, 

the International Missionary Council, the United Board for Christian Higher 
Education in Asia, the Hymn Society of America, American Leprosy Missions, 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, Council for Clinical Train- 
ing, Interboard Committee for Christian Work in Japan, the Japan International 
Christian University Foundation, Ludhiana Christian Medical College Committee, 
John Milton Society, Vellore Christian Medical College Board and the World Council 
of Christian Education and Sunday School Association. Three floors are reserved 
for future allocation. 


The building is expected to be ready for occupancy early in 1960. It will 
include a chapel for daily worship services and exhibit room for rare manuscripts 
and other historical items from Protestant and Orthodox churches. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


TTA TY Christian Voices Heard in Full Employment Conference 


Spokesmen from the churches took part in a conference on full employment 
called at Palermo, Sicily, by the well-known writer and social action pioneer, 
Danilo Dolci, in the first week of November. Danilo Dolci has actively joined 
the unemployed in South Italy in the demand for regular work and food. 


Pastor Tullio Vinay, director of the Protestant community of Agape, spoke 
on "The Christian Viewpoint on the Problem of Full Employment". He told a re- 
presentative group of economists, writers and civic leaders from all over Italy 
that "when Danilo Dolci led his men along a country road as volunteer workers, 
so as to pass from idleness to loving service, he really entered deeply into 
the Christian tradition whereby work is understood as the gift of oneself". 
Affirming that the deprivation of work and of daily bread in many countries 
robbed man of his "vocation" and"removed the possibility of his being himself", 
the Italian Protestant leader declared that “in the economy of the Gospel, when 
you deprive a man of the possibility of work, you also deprive him of his voca- 
tion, killing him in his soul, destroying him as a joyful creature of God and 
a brother bound to one in love". Tullio Vinay told the conference that "more 
than economic, social and political reasons should compel us to tackle the 
problem of full employment resolutely. It should be no less a matter of Chris- 
tian consistency and love for men whom Christ has called to the task of sharing 
joyfully in God's great work." 


Before Pastor Vinay spoke, a message from Abbé Pierre, founder of the 
"Chiffoniers d'Emmaus" and outstanding Roman Catholic champion of the workless 
and undermmourished, was read. Abbé Pierre asked: "How is it possible to leave 
so many human creatures without the resources they need in carrying out their 
will to attain human dignity through labour? They want to fulfil their destiny 
as children of God, at a time when there is a superabundance of science, tech- 
nique, financial resources. Tremendous opportunities for the development of 


the universe are being thrown away!" 


At the same time the conference heard a greeting from French Protestant 
peace workers Magda and André Trocmé, who underlined the importance of thinking 
about the problem of education in terms of the "re-making of man". 


In a statement made after the meeting, Pastor Vinay said that although the 
participants were of "all political persuasions", considerable progress had been 
made in crossing party lines and creating mutual understanding. "The excellent 
work done can be used by the competent authorities if they want effectively to 
resolve the gravest problem of Southern Italy", he said. 
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Since the congress ended, Danilo Dolci and his collaborator Franco Alasia 
have embarked on one of their fasts to draw attention to the prevalent hunger 
in South Italy and remind the authorities of the urgency of the situation. 

The writer Carlo Levi, author of "Christ Stopped At Eboli", spoke on November 
17 in a big Palermo theatre to gain the attention of the people and the Italian 


government. K.P.S., Geneva 
HUNGARY LWP Officials Visit Budapest 


Two officials of the lutheran World Federation, Dr. Carl E. Llund-Quist, 
executive secretary, and Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director of the Theological Department, 
left for Budapest on November 15 to talk with representatives of the Hungarian 
Lutheran Church and with government officials about further relief aid from the 
LWF, Questions concerning future theological conferences will also be discussed. 


The two Geneva secretaries will review the future work of the Federation 
with Bishop Lajos Ordass, the first vice-president of the LWF. During their 
visit, Dr. Lund-Quist and Dr. Vajta are also giving theological lectures and 
conducting worship services. 


Following his visit to Hungary, Dr. lLund-Quist will go to Bratislava, Czecho- 
slovakia, to meet with Slovak lutheran Bishop Jan Chabada in an effort to streng- 
then links with the Protestant Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia, 
and to discuss the possibilities of holding an IWF conference in Czechoslovakia. 


Chinese church leaders to go to Hungary 


A Ghinese church delegation, led by Bishop K.H. Ting, is expected in Hun- 
gary late this month or early in December, Five Hungarian churchmen visited 
China at the end of September under the leadership of retired Lutheran Bishop 
Joszef Szabo. 


Tutheran Church wants to send out missionaries 


A Foreign Missions Committee of the Hungarian lutheran Church, set up at 
the church's General Assembly this summer, has announced that it wants to send 
out its own missionaries, although they would have to work in German or Finnish 
societies. Before World War II there was a Hungarian Lutheran Missionary Soci- 
ety, and a Hungarian missionary was serving with the Finnish Mission in China. 
In addition, several theologians were training for missionary service, but could 


not be sent out because of the outbreak of war. E.P.S., Geneva 
CHINA Little Flock Holds Nation-Wide Meeting 


News from China reports on a nation-wide summer meeting in Shanghai of the 
Little Flock for the purpose, according to the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Cowmcil of the Churches of Christ in the USA, of completing reorgani- 
sation necessitated by the imprisonment of former leaders. Subjects of the two 
main papers discussed were "Clarification of our Faith", and "How to Participate 


in the Three Self Movement". 

No comprehensive statistics for the church as a whole are given, but, accor- 
ding to incomplete reports, the Little Flock has 362 places of worship and 39,000 
members in one province of Chekiang. The Division interprets the figures to 
indicate that the members of the Little Flock make up 15 to 20 per cent of the 
whole Protestant church in China, and that they may be the largest single denomi- 
nation. 

The Little Flock is a spontaneous evangelistic movement outside the "official" 
denominations in China. E.P.S., Geneva 
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in Brief 


About 55,000 copies of the "Bishops' Report", the Report on Relations 
between the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches in Great Britain, have been sold, 
according to reports from the Church of Scotland's Inter-Church Committee. 

The committee has pointed out that it is not under obligation to submit its com- 
ments on the controversial report to next year's Assembly, adding that the Church 
of England does not plan to begin official consideration until after the Lambeth 
Conference in July, 1958. "Tt would be unfortunate if the churches got out of 
step with each other in their dealings with it", the committee said. 


ae Te 


In November, twelve months after the 1956 uprising in Hungary, the United 
Society for Christian Literature in Britain has published 7,000 copies of a 
series of Bible picture books for Hungarian children. Twelve thousand books 
for children inside Hungary and for Hungarian refugees in Western Europe have 
been issued by the society during the past year. 


ee 


The Disciples of Christ, one of the major Protestant denominations in the 
United States, has a new name. At its annual assembly the International Con- 
vention of Disciples of Christ (Christian Churches) voted to be known as the 
International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). The 
church has more than two million members. 


ie Sy 


The Gulbenkian Foundation of Great Britain has made a £9,000 grant to the 
Telephone Samaritans at St. Stephen's Church in Walbrook, England. Since the 
church's vicar, the Rev. Chad Varah, began the venture four years ago, he has 
dealt with more than nine hundred persons, half of them described as potential 
Suicide cases, who have phoned the church for help. Plans now call for adding 
a social worker, a psychiatric worker, an assistant priest and a secretary for 
the church's staff. 


ek, 


Three new illustrated evangelistic magazines for Africa, in the major lan- 
guages of the Belgian Congo, will be published for the first time during the 
next three months by the Africa Literacy Campaign, in cooperation with the Prot- 
estant Missions of the Congo. They are "Oyebi", in the Lingala language, out 
in December; "Sikama" in Kikongo, which will appear in January; and "Sankai" 
in Tshiluba, which will be started in February. 


x 


The Ford Foundation in the United States has approved a $282,000 grant to 
Nommensen University in Sumatra for a four-year programme to strengthen and de- 


velop its Faculty of Economics. The grant will be administered by the US Natdonal 
lutheran Council in cooperation with the university. The school was established 
in 1954 by the Batak Church, largest Protestant body in Indonesia. 

* ¥ 


A"“Matthias Claudius Novel Prize" has been established by the Protestant 
Press Association of Westphalia and Lippe to mark its fiftieth anniversary. 
The association is seeking "novels that bring out Christian fundamentals". For= 
eigners with a thorough knowledge of German may enter. The Press Association 
has also commissioned Dr. Wilmont Haacke, professor of journalism at the College 
of Social Science in Wilhelmshaven, to undertake research on the history of the 
Protestant press. 

x ¥ 
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The general secretary of the Union of Baptist-Evangelical Christians in 
the USSR, Alexander Karew, and the chairman of the same church, Jakob Zhidkov, 
have attended a conference of the Baptist Church at Bratislava, Czechoslovakia. 
Also present was the Archbishop of the Esthonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Jan Kiivit. At the same time the churchmen visited the Lutheran Church in 
Ostrava and the Comenius Faculty in Prague. 


x * 


On November 10, the eightieth birthday of the Patriarch of Moscow and all 
Russia, Alexius, the Council for Russian Orthodox Church Affairs arranged a re- 
ception at the Council of Ministers of the USSR. During the reception the 
Patriarch, who as Metropolitan of Leningrad was in the city during the ninety 
days' blockade, was presented with a medal "in commemoration of the 250th anni- 
versary of the founding of Leningrad". 


Cac 


Again this year the Protestant Film Guild in Austria has taken part in 
arrangements for the Vienna "Religious Film Festival", which has been held every 
two years since 1949 by the Catholic Film Commission in Austria. . Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Konig and the Evangelical Bishop Gerhard May acted jointly as honorary 
presidents. Protestant participants from Germany, Holland, Sweden and the USA 
showed religious films. The festival aroused so much public interest that 
several films will now be shown in public cinemas. E.P.S., Geneva 
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